one of a kind

FROM L.A. GLAMOUR, TO THE RUGGED BEAUTY OF BIG SUR, TO
SAN FRANCISCO SOPHISTICATION, THE PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY
IS YOUR SURE ROUTE TO CALIFORNIA DREAMIN'
BY KIM IZZO

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARGARET MALANDRUCCOLO

‘All scenery in California requires
distance to give it its highest charm.’
— Mark Twain, 1872
Big Sur’s famous Bixby Bridge
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California is a state of legend—
the Gold Rush, the ocean, the vineyards and, oh yes, a little
town down south called Hollywood. Tourists arrive by the
planeload every year in search of a one-of-a-kind experience
that only California can offer. For travellers on the lookout for
some adventure to mix in with their grand tour of the Golden
State, nothing beats a road trip. And for road trippers no other
route on earth is as breathtaking as California’s Pacific Coast
Highway—the PCH. Also referred to as Route 1 or Highway 1,
this famous stretch of pavement follows the coastline from
Southern California to the Pacific Northwest. But it’s the drive
from Los Angeles to San Francisco that gets motorists’ engines
humming. Sure, it can be traversed in a (very long) day, but why
hurry? To do the PCH right, take your time; after all, the cliffhanging turns and curves are worth more than a 100 kilometre
an hour fleeting glance.
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City of Angels
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Arrive at LAX and pick up the rental—aim for something
comfortable and roomy for the road. Before embarking on the
PCH you must take in a bit of L.A. to get you in the mood.
It’s easy to tick off the major tourist stops such as Beverly
Hills, the Hollywood Walk of Fame,Venice Beach, Santa Monica’s
Third Street Promenade and so on. The kids will love Universal
Studios Hollywood with its major rides and attractions, but
there are also some hidden gems in L.A. that are worth a visit.
Film buffs should check out the intimate Warner Bros. Studio
VIP Tour. Opt for either the 2 1/4 or the 4 1/4 hour Deluxe VIP
guided tour through the back lot and sound stages—you’ll
be star struck.
The shopping mall is an art form in L.A. and the mecca of
malls is The Grove. When it was first being built locals moaned,
but with its airy spaces, packed movie theatres, awesome peoplewatching opportunities and amazing restaurants, Angelenos
have come on board big time. If beautiful-people watching is
on your list, you’ll do no better than Sunset Plaza, a two-block
shopping district right on the Sunset Strip. Between its pricey
boutiques and sidewalk cafés, you’re bound to bump into
someone famous—or at least someone who looks that way.
And for a chance to spot the stars without the cost of a fancy
meal, take a walk on the hiking trail of Runyon Canyon in
Hollywood. As a rare off-leash dog park, it allows you to get
up close and personal with celebrities and their pooches, as
well as enjoy spectacular views of the Hollywood sign, downtown and Century City. Enter north of Hollywood Boulevard
from Vista or Fuller. Even if you don’t spot JLo, you’ll get a
great workout. If you’re looking for a workout of the retail
kind, stroll Melrose Avenue between Fairfax and La Brea for
an array of boutiques. Further west on Melrose is luxury
department store Fred Segal, which sells labels that are hard
to find—even if the goods are too rich for your wallet, the
shop’s layout, excellent beauty products and café make it
worthwhile. This stretch of Melrose also plays host to tempting
home-furnishings and antiques stores. Be sure to also take a
spin along Laurel Canyon Drive to Mulholland Drive, as it’s a
fabulous way to see cliff-side mansions and Canyon shops.
After you’ve had your fill of L.A., head to Santa Monica where
you pick up the PCH and hit the road north. California is the
home of car culture at its best, so take a deep breath, roll down
your windows and crank up the tunes. Where you’ll wind up
next is up to you, but here are some suggestions.

retail therapy on Melrose

Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills

for a chance to spot the stars, take a walk in Runyon Canyon

Runyon Canyon’s urban oasis
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Hearst’s Home

Santa Barbara’s Old Town

in the 1920’s Santa Barbara was rebuilt to keep it in the Spanish tradition
American Riviera

a Santa Barbara trolley tour

the view from the Santa Barbara Pier
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Santa Barbara is a leisurely 90-minute drive north of L.A. Long
referred to as the “American Riviera”, the city has since trademarked the nickname to make it official. Anyone who has been to
the real deal in France can see the resemblance, with its mountains,
water and location in the hills. But there’s a difference in lifestyle.
While Santa Barbara offers up sophisticated restaurants and shops
to equal its French counterpart, this is California, meaning the
attitude is laid-back chic all the way.
An earthquake in the 1920’s levelled the town and it was rebuilt,
with strict building codes, to keep it in the Spanish tradition—
hence the beauty of the red tile roofs and whitewashed buildings.
Even better is the ban on billboards and neon signage. Call it a
tacky-free zone.
Keep in mind that Santa Barbara was the pre-Hollywood capital
of the silent-film era, a back lot where more than 1,000 motion
pictures were filmed with such stars as Mary Pickford and Charlie
Chaplin. Stars still find this small city of 95,000 alluring—among
local home-owners are Oprah Winfrey, John Travolta, Steve Martin,
Matt LeBlanc and Jeff Bridges.
Two restaurants not to be missed are Bouchon Santa Barbara
(with a stellar local wine list) and 31 West (in Hotel Andalucia).
Both serve fresh regional cuisine—with seafood right out of the
Santa Barbara Channel. Wine country around Santa Barbara
received a huge boost after the release of the film Sideways.
Check out any of the wineries that offer tours. Fans of the flick
can download the “Miles & Jack Sideways Wine Map” at
santabarbara.com/winecountry .

After your stop in Santa Barbara, you may want to
make San Simeon your next detour along the PCH.
It’s home to Hearst Castle. Drive time is a reasonable two hours from Santa Barbara. Publishing
tycoon William Randolph Hearst began plans for
his mansion in 1919 when he said to architect Julia
Morgan, “Miss Morgan, we are tired of camping
out in the open at the ranch in San Simeon and I
would like to build a little something.”
That little something is an estate with 165 rooms
and 127 acres of gardens, terraces, pools and walkways. There’s the main house, Casa Grande, plus
three guesthouses, all in the Mediterranean Revival
style. Famous guests during its heyday included
Greta Garbo, Cary Grant, Winston Churchill and
Howard Hughes. Visitors can get an eyeful at the
observation deck of the Hearst Castle Visitor Center,
which allows spectacular views of the castle almost
500 metres above.
A tour of the estate is a visual feast for art lovers,
with every room a discovery of treasures including
antique ceilings, Greek vases, furniture, rare oriental carpets, bas-reliefs, tapestries, paintings and
sculptures. The Hearst collection is renowned
for its vastness, and staff members are savvy
enough to answer any tourist query.
History buffs will want to take a turn around
the William Randolph Hearst Exhibit to savour
the millionaire’s vintage photographs, private
documents and loads of artwork from his collection. There’s even a display honouring his career
in media and politics. Your kids can join in the
action with a treasure-hunt map that awards
prizes to participants. A trip down Hearst memory
lane wouldn’t be complete without watching a
video highlighting the career of his mistress, the
1920’s film star Marion Davies. This exhibit is free
as a service of Hearst Castle San Simeon State
Historical Monument.
As you drive away along Highway 1 keep a look
out for the occasional grazing zebra—animal
ancestors from Hearst’s private zoo, which he
began to dismantle in 1937.
CAAmagazine
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Hearst Castle in San Simeon

Sur’s Up
Monterey Mellow
Monterey County, an integral part of the gorgeous
scenery that makes up California’s Central Coast,
is an essential stop for road-trippers. The
entire peninsula can be toured in one day. In
addition to boasting more than 40,000 acres of
wine country, this is a community that hosts
lively and sophisticated activities such as the
AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro-Am and the
famous Monterey Jazz Festival. Think it sounds
a bit rich? There are plenty of free things to do
—from tours of historical sites such as Cannery
Row, to a visit and a snack at a chocolate factory, to hiking and biking in the hills. The city of
Monterey is steeped in art and artistic happenings, with museums and galleries everywhere.
Five miles from the city of Monterey is Carmelby-the-Sea, a one-square-mile city tucked into
pine forest overlooking white sandy beaches. Like
Monterey, Carmel (also famous for a certain toughguy former mayor named Clint) is an artistic
enclave chock-full of galleries, and many locals
are artists, writers and others who tend toward
the boho lifestyle.
a Big Sur campground

Monterey’s Cannery Row
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taking it all in from a PCH lookout
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Nepenthe restaurant in Big Sur

Carmel’s calm beauty
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Next up is Big Sur (you’re now 6 1/2 hours north of L.A.
and only 3 hours south of San Francisco). Take your time
coming up from San Simeon to pull over at a PCH lookout,
sit down and watch the ocean. On a non-windy day when
the sea is calm, you’ll see it come to life before your eyes,
popping at its surface with sea otters, seals, grey whales,
dolphins and the occasional orca. Other local delights are
the approximately 24 California condors reintroduced
in 1992 that call Big Sur their nest.
A must-stop in this part of the world is the Henry
Miller Library, a haven nestled in a redwood grove. The
writer lived in Big Sur between 1944 and 1962. The
library includes displays about Miller’s life and work
(as well as those of his lover Anaïs Nin) and a bookstore with both free Internet access and coffee. This is
where you may want to whip out the guitar from your
trunk and belt out a tune—seriously—concerts and
poetry readings are all on hand here. The kids will
love to frolic on the large expanse of lawn.
If you get hungry after your brush with literary
greatness stop in for lunch or dinner at Nepenthe, a
restaurant set 244 metres above the Pacific Ocean. For
film buffs it’s important to note that Orson Welles
bought the house for his starlet-wife Rita Hayworth.
Serving starving artists and travellers for more than 55
years, the eatery also has a children’s menu to help
parents cope with the kids’ cravings.

SIDE TRIP

SBC Park’s retro appeal

driving the Golden Gate Bridge

San Francisco has a more European feel than any other place in the country

San Francisco’s famous cable cars
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San Francisco Style
Approximately two-and-a-half hours north of
Monterey is one of the most beautiful cities in
America. San Francisco has a more European
feel and architectural interest than any other
place in the country. It’s a fabulous walking
city, so you may be inclined to leave the car at
the hotel and hop a cable car up and down the
hills, jumping off where you please to wander
about the many diverse neighborhoods such as
Haight-Ashbury (still a hive of hippie-dom),
Pacific Heights, Nob Hill, Chinatown and more.
Sports fans will want to see SBC Park, an “oldfashioned” ball park that opened in 2000 as the
new home of the Giants. Designed to look like a
sports venue of times past, this is one handsome
home run. Shoppers looking to splurge need go
no farther than Union Square to either window
shop or snap up items from Coach, Louis Vuitton,
Prada, Hermès and more.
San Francisco is a foodie’s kind of town.
Restaurants of note include Michael Mina (the
renowned chef), Wolfgang Puck’s upscale Postrio,
Tommy Toy’s Cuisine Chinoise for great Chinese,
Bacar (known for its wine list), Blowfish Sushi
To Die For (the name says it all), Foreign Cinema
for the great vibe and food, and finally, the
Slanted Door, a local haven. Chocoholics will
want to tour Ghirardelli Chocolate Manufactory
and buy some samples to take home.
Art fans should investigate the San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art. And those in search of
something unusual should trek along Lombard,
the world’s most crooked street. Needless to say,
be careful if you drive down it.
A trip to San Francisco requires that you drive
over the Golden Gate Bridge into wine country
to toast the end of your journey along the most
beautiful highway in the world. CAA
turn to page 41

sip some sonoma
Above: Sonoma’s Viansa Winery. Below: the vineyard at Keller Estate.

In the same vein as Napa Valley, Sonoma
offers travellers a chance to tour vineyards and
sample local wines that are considered some
of the finest in the world. A mere one-hour
drive north of San Francisco, this part of the
world is also home to redwood forests and
rugged coastline. Hiking, biking, ballooning,
golfing, antiquing and spa-hopping are all on
offer here. But it is the fine dining and luxury
inns that have visitors flocking back year after
year. Even if you’re no wine connoisseur you’ll
enjoy the various vintages that are offered at
vineyards dotting the landscape of the five
regions that make up Sonoma County. Surf
sonoma.com for a list of wineries, hotels and
dining options available, and take your pick.
For more information on the Golden State, check out Tourism California’s visitcalifornia.com

Planning to drive the PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY? You can order a CAA TripTik® that maps your route,
providing details on distance and drive time, and showing the locations of rest areas, gas, food,
attractions and accommodations. Consult your CAA location for TripTiks®, TourBooks® and more.
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